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Planners unanimously approved a renamed, smaller version of a condo development Monday
which the commission soundly rejected in May.

Autumn Trace will consist of 212 condosin two- and three-story structures on Commerce
Parkway next to La Grange Baptist Church. The development required a zoning change from the
less dense residential zoning R-2 to the more dense R-4.

Neighbars are worried about the more dense devel opment.

CharlesMcCarrick pointedout that all 1and surrounding the devel opment is zoned R-2. He said when
he and otherspurchased land, they thought they would be surrounded by lessdenseresidertial
devel opment dueto the zoning

He said the Oldham County Planning and Zoning Commission should respect their right to know
what sort of devel opment they would livenext to.

Residert David Ledliesaid not much has changed since May when the devel opment wasrejected, so
he sees no reason for the commissionto changetheir minds.

“It’ snot appropriateto rezone, it’ sperfedly fineasitis.”

Planning commissoner Joe M cWilliams asked attorney Deborah Bilitski, who represanted the
devel oper, what changed since May. She saidthe Oldham County PublicLibrary main branchis
about to open, the bike and wal king path along Commerce Parkway is nearing complion, and
nearby Oldham Plaza has gone under new ownership. Other than that, not too much, she said.

“The problemisthisapplicant didn’t do the best job descriting the charader of the area,” she said.

Shesaidtheareais perfedly suitedfor higher density development, along aroad— Commerce
Parkway — with major capacity, withinwalking distance of downtown La Grangeand acrossfroma
strip of land along Interdate 71 that is probably better suited for commerdal devel opment instead of
thesinglefamily residertial it is zonedfor.

Land acqui sition and devd opment manager for Hills CommunitiesMike Copfer outlinedthe selling
points of the devd opment. He pointed to Madison Park CondominiumsalongKy. 393 bypass which
hiscompany built



They sold quicky and placed fewe studentsin school sthan an average community, he said, putting
lessof astran ontheschool system’ sbudget.

He pointed out some changes to the plan sinceMay. Now not all of the buildings arethree stories
about half aretwo stories A pond with wetlands areaand an additional half-acre green spacewith
nativeplantswill not only detain stormwater runoff fromlocal streams, but serveto filter out
pollutants better than lawn grasswould. The amount of green spacein the devel opment doubled
sincethe May versionof the plan, from 2.75to 5.44 acres. The number of condosis40 lessthan
proposad in May.

Copfer outlined a bike and walking path he has committed to build, connecing Cliffard Lanewith
the Commerce Parkway path.

Copfer pointed out extratoucheshis company putsin their buildings such as premium building
products and extrasound insul &ion.

Thechangesin the plan are enoughfor fellow devel oper Mike Jonesto changehis mind about the
development. Now he believes the devel opment will maintan the environmental and aesthetic
standards of the area.

Althoudh he said the devel goment will be atoughcompetitor for his own developmentsin the area,
“l amvery, very pleasad withthe changes,” he said.

All that talk didn’t changeresident Laurel Tarvis' mind. Sheisafraid of spill-over trafficto
Kentucky Avenue.

Shethinkslower-priced condoscouldlower the value of higher priced homesin thearea. But most
of al, she seesthe approvd as one dominoin astring. Shethinksit setsa precedent many other
landownerswill follow, applying for zoning changes to higher density designaions.

“We' renot talking countertops here, we' renot talking construction materials,” shesaid. “We're
talking the permarent changeof an area.”

McWilliams assured the rezoning of this devel opment doesnot createa blank check for other high
density developments.

He said he thinksthe devel gpment could hel p the profitebility of Oldham Plazaand the plan seemed
better thought out thistime, beforehe votedin favor.

Commisdoner Jan Horton pointedto the variety of zoningsin the areaof the develgpment —
commerdal, planned unit devel gpments, residential — to say that the areais becoming moreof a
mixed-use areathan astrictly singlefamily residertial.

Commisgoner Richard Morrissupported it becauseit expandsthe range of housingoptionsin
Oldham County.

E-mail us about this story at: jfoster @oldhamera.com.
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